
30w king St, Pottstown, PA 19464

POTTSTOWN area CHILDREN’S DISCOVERY CENTER

DEMOGRAPHICS architecture adapted to autism

NARRATIVE

12.5%
OF WORKING POPULATION IS EMPLOYED 
BY MANUFACTURING AND METAL-
WORKING BUSINESSES

9.0%
OF THE POPULATION IS NO OLDER THAN 
5 YEARS OLD. MEANWHILE, 23.5% IS NO 
OLDER THAN 17 YEARS OLD.

68.1%
OF THE POPULATION IS currently 
employed and part of the work 
force.

visuals
How can interactive imagery and color engage sensory 
interests of  children visiting the exhibitions

structure
How can the structured spaces  give personal 

space while maintaining an exhibition feel

texture
How can the feel of the space interact with 
and engage individuals while in a group setting

Pottstown—a robust, industrial town famed for its steel manufacturing of the past–needs a Discovery Center that stresses interactivity with 
the architecture itself and educational stimulation for its younger populations. With an emphasis on catering to children with ASd, it is our duty 
as designers to create spatial zones, architectural installations, and educationally-beneficial exhibits that implores these children with sensory 
deficiencies to touch, see, and hear the building around them. We must respond to an audience with a wide range of social comfortability by reducing 
the physical separation between public exhibition spaces and private nooks for social reprieve while keeping the clarity of the two spaces well 
defined while not sacrificing effectiveness.

Careful attention to the sensory implications of design choices within a space–which colors or imagery are beneficial to understanding, exploring, 
and socializing and which have adverse effects. which levels of material tactility will beckon children to touch, explore, and hopefully, begin to 
understand said objects? what arrangement of spaces will pique the Autistic children’s interest and be easily navigable to a audience that prefers 
sensible layouts.

as a nod to the industrial past and present of the city, where foundries flex, bend, and reform malleable raw materials into the desired products, 
the two wings of the discovery center are bent and redirected to create a direct visual sightline to both the LImerick Power Plant and steel 
production complex in the west and the train stops and concrete casting company to the west.
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Exhibition Space & retail
	  16000 sf

green Space
	  unlimited

Bldg. support & Circulation
	

Programatic Axon diagram
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 DISCOVERY PLACE  -  schematic PRESENTATION
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